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Dear Parents,


Welcome to second grade!  I am excited about the new school year and look forward to working with you.  Our class motto is, “Shoot for your Goal” I believe that all children can learn, and my goal is to help each child reach their goal in my classroom.


Second grade students are beginning to do more independent work, but they still need plenty of guidance. They also need plenty of practice in reading. Students should read every night, or should be read to by their parents. The more students read, the better readers they become. Part of our nightly homework will include a predetermined number of reading minutes (20 minutes). During the first week of school, we learned the classroom procedures, routines, and rules. We also got to know each other and review some first grade skills.

To help your child adjust to our new classroom, I have included some important information about our classroom procedures.  Help get us off to a great start by taking note of this important information. If you have any further questions, please feel free to contact me.

Sincerely,

Mr. Chadd Stern

Contact Information

*The easiest way to contact me is through e-mail.  
My e-mail address is:

Chadd_Stern@gwinnett.k12.ga.us
*You can also reach me during work hours (7:50 – 3:50) at:

678-957-3050

http://teamstern.yolasite.com/

Mr. Stern’s Daily Schedule
8:20 – 8:55


Arrival/Morning Work
9:00 – 9:55


Math
*Restroom/Water Break

10:00 – 10:33

Science/Social Studies

10:38 – 11:08

Lunch
11:15 – 11:40

TDPE (recess)
*Restroom/Water Break

11:45 – 12:15

Language Arts

12:20 – 1:10

Specials

*Restroom/Water Break

1:15 – 3:15


Language Arts

*Restroom/Water Break @ 2:00
3:20



Dismissal

Specials Schedule
Week 1:

Art

Week 2: 

Spanish

Week 3:

*P.E

Week 4:

Computer Lab
Week 5:

Music

Week 6:

*P.E

Week 7:

Counselor

Week 8:

Math

Week 9:

*P.E

*Students must wear appropriate shoes for P.E weeks. Please be sure to have your child wear tennis shoes (sneakers) on those days.
Classroom Procedures
Policy regarding…

· Transportation – please notify me IN WRITING of any changes in your child’s transportation. Without prior notice IN WRITING, your child will be sent home in the usual manner.  Please note that faxes and emails will  no longer be sufficient.  In addition, all notices must have parent/guardian signature to be accepted.
· Turning in work – students will turn in all work in the appropriate tray on the table.  
· Grading papers – I will grade all the work and put it in the Friday Folders.  All work will be returned home weekly in their Friday Folders.

· Use of pen or pencil – students are required to do all work in pencil.  Pens will be used only to grade classmate’s work from time to time.  

· Pencil sharpening – all pencils should be sharpened in the morning as you walk in and get settled.  You should sharpen at least 2 pencils daily every morning.  

· Neatness – neatness is very important in this class.  If your work is not neat, it should not be turned in.  Part of our checklist in turning in work is neatness.  Please be aware of your handwriting. If you’re not proud of your work, fix it.
· Incomplete work – all class work should be completed in class.  Students will have to take home any unfinished assignments and complete as homework.
· Late work – Effort is very important. Your effort grade will be affected if work is turned in late. 
· Due dates – Due dates are important.  Please keep a schedule in mind of all due dates.  Please look at late work for consequences.  

· Missing work – it is very important to stay organized in my classroom.  I cannot give a grade for missing work; Make sure you turn it in.

· Make-up work – If you are absent, there will be an “Absent?” folder next to the door.  The work you missed that day will be in the folder with your name on it.  It is your responsibility to check the folder for any work if you have missed a day.  

· Restrooms – We will have a restroom break in between classes.  There should be absolutely no talking in the restroom.  I will have restroom monitors.  If you need to go to the restroom during class, you must walk with a buddy.  

· Library – you will have a set time each week to go the library to check out books.  Behavior expectations in the library will be strictly enforced.  

· Lining up – students will be dismissed to stand in line when they look ready to line up.  All students must stand in a single file line looking at the person in front of them.  You may not stand next to a person in line.  

· Hallways – it is very important to stay quiet in the halls, due to other classrooms being in session.  Behavior expectations in the hallway will also be strictly enforced.  No talking, running, etc.

· Snacks/water bottles – students are allowed to bring snacks because we will have a set time for snacks at the end of the day.  However, all snacks must be healthy.  They should not be liquid and they should be quick and clean to eat.  Students will not be provided any type of utensils during snack time.    I understand that students may get thirsty during the day.  I will not repeatedly allow students to go and get a drink of water so water bottles are encouraged.  

· Outside Time – we will have outside time five days per week, weather permitting. Please dress your child appropriately and label all outwear with your child’s name.

*** Students will be taught all these procedures during the first week of school.  We will be practicing the procedures throughout the first few weeks of school.  However, I believe it is equally important for parents to also have an idea of the procedures in my classroom. 
Parsons and Classroom Rules
1. Do your assignments

2. Use Time Wisely

3. Be Prepared

4. Do Assignments

5. Respect yourself and Others
6. Stay on Task
Classroom Management Plan
We have a school wide management system using student agendas within the school.  However, I also do have my own management system within my own classroom that I discuss with my students the first week.  This system will be strictly enforced in my classroom.  

“Clothes Pin” System  

Each child starts off with their “cards” on green every day.  Each time they exhibit inappropriate behavior their cards will be move to the following colors representing the consequences of their actions:  green, yellow, and red.  Here are the consequences in case a student card has to be moved:
Green
 - Excellent Choices!

Yellow 
 - Multiple Warnings
Red     
 - 5 minutes time out during  recess +  

                     note home in agenda planner.
Blue 

 - Call home and note home in agenda  

                      Planner
After Blue
 - Send to a buddy room for time out 



   and a conference with parent.
Parents will be notified via email, phone calls, conferences, etc. if behavior becomes a problem in the classroom.  
Positive Reinforcement

Students can be rewarded in the following ways:

Individually
· getting caught doing something good
· picking up garbage

· being nice to others

· helping others

· Sitting nicely

· Being a role model

· Etc…

Group
· The group that they sit with is following directions, sitting patiently, doing what they are told, etc…
· Compliments in the hallway from adults

Students are rewarded with colored plastic coins. At the end of each day, they will turn them in for a raffle ticket. At the end of each week, tickets will be drawn and winners will go to the treasure chest.
Homework
Dear Parents and Students,

Welcome back to school.  I am looking forward to a great year!  I am writing to inform each of you about homework procedures in my classroom.  Every second grade student is required to have a student planner and record all weekly homework assignments in their planner.  It is the student’s responsibility to keep up with their planner and make sure that it is in their possession every day to record their assignments for the week.  Each student must have their homework folder at school everyday.  I suggest that you place it back in your book bag immediately after you complete your evening assignments.  It is the parent’s responsibility to ask to see and sign in the planner each evening to review homework assignments and review completed assignments before they are returned to school.  All homework is sent home each afternoon and returned to school completed on the following morning. Also, reading for 20 minutes will be a daily homework assignment.  


If you lose your student planner, please be sure to send in the correct dollar amount ($3.00) to purchase a new planner at school.  Please remember that school homework is a review of what has been taught that week or the previous week in school and should be completed to ensure success in the classroom.  Failure to complete assignments and have needed supplies will result in a comment in their agenda book (planner). This is a school wide behavior/academic weekly report.

Sincerely,

Mr. Chadd Stern
